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ACHIEVEMENTS

Presenting 
Sponsor

Thank you to our 26th Annual 
Tennis Ball Major Sponsors:

Silent Auction SponsorDinner Sponsor Program Sponsor

in association 
with the Rotary 
Club of the 
Virginia Peninsula

Bar Sponsor Media Sponsor

An Achievable Dream (AAD) 
announced Charlie and Mari Ann 

Banks as sponsors of the Class of 2019 
during the 26th Annual Tennis Ball gala 
on Saturday, November 17. As class 
sponsors, the Banks will provide annual 
merit scholarships to each class member 
for each year he or she attends college 
and maintains a certain grade point 
average. The graduates of the Class of 
2019, who were honored in a special 
ceremony at the 26th Annual Tennis 
Ball, will be known as the Charlie and 
Mari Ann Banks Scholars.

Sponsors of the Class of 2019 
Announced at 26th Annual Tennis Ball

Class sponsorship of An Achievable 
Dream graduates is a concept dating 
from the early days of AAD, when the late 
Walter Segaloff, AAD founder, and local 
businessman, rallied the Newport News 
business community behind the program. 
Each year since 2001, businesses and 
individuals have stepped forward to serve 
as class sponsors, ensuring that finances 
are not a limitation for AAD graduates 
attending college. On average, 90 percent 
of An Achievable Dream graduates have 

continued to two- or four-year college or a 
trade school, while 10 percent have joined 
the military or entered the workforce.

Walter Segaloff’s vision for An 
Achievable Dream has helped level the 
playing field for thousands of students 
since the program’s inception in 1992. 
Segaloff’s belief that “given the right 
tools and opportunity, all students 
can succeed” continues to guide An 
Achievable Dream as we look to the next 
25 years.

Charlie and Mari Ann Banks with the Class of 2019

An Achievable Dream develops independent, productive citizens through a Social, Academic, and Moral Education.

“ We chose to sponsor the Achievable 
Dream Class of 2019 because they 
are our future. It is said that nothing 
great is ever achieved without 
enthusiasm, and this class has great 
enthusiasm! It is up to us to help 
provide them with the tools and 
skills to be strong leaders. We are 
proud to be part of An Achievable 
Dream.” —Mari Ann Banks
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26th Annual An Achievable Dream Tennis Ball



Diamond Sponsors
1st Advantage Federal 

Credit Union
Bay Electric Company
Busch Gardens
Cox Communications
The Elder’s House
Harvey Lindsay Commercial 

Real Estate
Michelle Jacobs and Family
Langley Federal Credit 

Union
Charlotte and Gil Minor
Newport News Shipbuilding
Patten, Wornom, Hatten and 

Diamonstein
Sean Pepe
Lee and Carol Schmidt
Virginia Transfer & Storage

Double Platinum 
Sponsors
Rotary Club of the Virginia 

Peninsula
State Farm

Platinum Sponsors
Abbitt Realty Company
Analytical Mechanics 

Associates
Bank of America
BB&T
Brown Edwards
Chesapeake Bay Seafood 

House
David, Kamp and Frank, LLC
Drucker & Falk
Embassy Suites
Hampton Roads Eye 

Associates
Martha Anne Hastings
Heath, Overbey, Verser & 

Old, PLC
Thomas and Cindy Meehan

Mellen Street Creative
Newport Management 

Company
City of Newport News
ODU’s Women’s Initiative 

Network
PMA Architecture
Spectrum
Taylored Printing
Veritable, LP
Wal-Mart Supply Chain 

#6088
W.M. Jordan
Wells Fargo

Gold Sponsors
C.A. Barrs Contractor, Inc.
Canon Virginia, Inc.
Chick-fil-A Victory Blvd. & 

Yoder Plaza
David L. Miller, DDS
Dodd RV
Old Point National Bank
Oyster Pointer
Peninsula Metropolitan 

YMCA
Sentara CarePlex Hospital
City of Virginia Beach
Christopher Walls of 

Davenport & Company
Warwick Mechanical Group
Williams Mullen

Silver Sponsors
Major General (retired) and 

Mrs. Wallace Arnold
Assurant (The Warranty 

Group)
Clancy & Theys Construction 

Company
Coliseum Central Business 

District
David R. Hall Electrical 

Contractor
Dister, Inc.

Arthur and Jean Fass
Hampton Roads ENT & 

Allergy
Hercules Fence
K&L Gates
Lion’s Bridge Financial 

Advisors
McGill Associates
Multi-Print, Inc.
The Stellute Law Firm
Thomas Nelson Community 

College
Virginia Health Services
Waters & Bridgman 

Marketing Solutions

Bronze Sponsors
Ames Tuxedos
Anthem HealthKeepers Plus
Bankers Insurance, LLC
Beth Moore & Associates, 

CPAs
Frank Cotrupi – Real Estate 

Broker
The Ellis Family
Hampton Machine Shop, 

Inc.
Hampton Roads Educators’ 

Credit Union, Inc.
Hatchett Design/Remodel
James River Architects
Kroger
Senator Mamie Locke
Larry L. and Nettie M. Orie
Palladium Registered 

Investment Advisors
Payday Payroll
R&M Supply Company
Sonabank
Soundscapes
Dr. and Mrs. H.W. 

Trieshmann
Voyager Sopris
Walk In It, Inc.
YLS, Inc.

The 26th Annual Achievable Dream Tennis Ball was held on Saturday, 
November 17, 2018, at the Hampton Roads Convention Center. More 
than 900 guests enjoyed an extensive silent auction, gourmet dinner 
and exciting live auction featuring unique items, new cars, and even a 
boat! Proceeds from the event support the students of An Achievable 
Dream in Newport News. 

THANK YOU to the donors who 
provided so many wonderful silent 
and live auction items. Your generous 
support allows us to continue to provide 
an excellent education and numerous 
enrichment opportunities for the 
students of An Achievable Dream.

THANK YOU to the many volunteers 
who gave their time and to the staff of 
the Hampton Roads Convention Center 
and Embassy Suites for making the 
26th Annual Tennis Ball a success. We 
could not do it without you!

THANK YOU to the Rotary Club of 
the Virginia Peninsula for partnering 
with us every year for the Tennis Ball! 

THANK YOU to Casey Auto Group for 
donating the 2019 Subaru Ascent as the 
2018 Tennis Ball raffle prize!
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THANK YOU

Dream Sponsors
The Spencer 

Family
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We use the word ‘odds’ to 
reflect the likelihood that 

an event will take place. 
Looking at how my life began, 

you could easily see the odds 
were stacked against me. If 
you had polled several hundred 
people to inquire what I would 
become, I doubt that accountant 
or attorney would have been 
among the top answers. 
Statistically speaking, I should 
not be standing in front of you 
today and I should not have 
accomplished any of what I have 
achieved. However, HERE I AM! 
I am here today in part because 
Walter Segaloff looked past the 
odds and statistics to bring about 
positive change in the lives of children 
who needed more than the hand they 
were dealt. 

I was born 32 years ago to parents 
who both struggled with drug addiction. 
Prior to starting Achievable Dream in 
the fifth grade, I had already attended 
four other schools and moved more 
times than I could count. I was often 
angry and known for my bad attitude 
and insubordinate nature. My only 
dream at the time was to not have 
to move again and for a new family. 
Thankfully, when I was eight, my 
mother found her way to Narcotics 

AAD Alumna Rashida Stevens: “This program changed my life.”
Rashida Stevens 

gives the keynote 
speech at the 

2018 Tennis Ball.

Retired AAD CEO Kathy Edwards presented with 
Doctor of Dreams at 26th Annual Tennis Ball

Guests at the 26th Annual Tennis Ball honored the organization’s 
founder, Walter Segaloff, who passed away in 2013, as well as 

retired president, Kathy Edwards, who served as president and CEO 
from 2013–2018 and served the organization in various roles for 18 
years. Edwards was presented with the honorary Doctor of Dreams 
during the Tennis Ball program.

Anonymous and has been drug-free 
ever since. While her sobriety did result 
in a more stable living environment, 
it did not give me the tools I needed 
for success. We still lived below the 
poverty line and were surrounded 
by people who did not have the time 
to dream because the focus was on 
making it in the moment; paying the 
next bill and providing the next meal. 

I am grateful these barriers to 
success are being dismantled by An 
Achievable Dream Academy and people 
like you who support the mission of this 
organization.

An open mind opens doors; 
An Achievable Dream primed 
me for success in so many 
ways. I started every day at 
An Achievable Dream Academy 
reciting affirmations that still 
to this day help me believe 
in myself when others doubt 
me. I rarely feel out of place 
when attending professional 
functions and dinners because 
I learned which fork to use and 
which drink belonged to me in 
etiquette classes. My handshake 
shows people that I am not to 
be trifled with because I started 
every day at Achievable Dream 
perfecting the firm handshake. 
Longer school days and year-

round activities helped ensure I did not 
fall into the school-to-prison pipeline 
in my idle time. Experiencing ballets, 
symphonies and the theater gave 
me an appreciation for the arts and 
a desire to work hard to afford such 
experiences for myself. Having the 
best teachers in the world changed my 
mindset completely and transformed 
me into a true dreamer. Exposure to 
higher education as an option started 
me down a path to obtain not one 
degree, but three. 

After obtaining my bachelor’s 
degree in accounting, I went on to 
Wake Forest University to pursue my 
Masters of Accountancy. It was in 
that program that I not only landed 
a position with an international 
accounting firm and passed the CPA 

Continued on page 11

“�An�Achievable�Dream�Academy�was�truly�the�difference�
between the woman I am today and the woman society 
would have expected me to become.”

—Rashida Stevens
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G iving to Achievable Dream was 
important to me because I know 

firsthand the good it brings to an at-
risk population. I’ve watched many 
who, statistically, should have failed, 
or not obtained as much, flourish. I 
have friends who are doctors, lawyers, 
dentists, leaders in the educational 
and business arena, who are first-
generation graduates coming from 
low-income, single-parent homes. 
Some experienced displacement, 
neglect, abuse and all those things that 
statistically should have disqualified 
these resilient Dreamers. The only 
notable difference between them 
and others in their communities was 
attending An Achievable Dream. 

I’ve known AAD to house those 

Barbara Banks with AAD president and 
CEO, Lee Vreeland.

who had nowhere to go, feed those 
with nothing to eat, stop their day 
to buy shoes for the student whose 
shoes were falling apart at the seams. 
They’ve provided Christmas gifts and 
Thanksgiving meals for students who 
may not have otherwise had one. AAD 
understands Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs and meets any need that would 
prevent a student from accomplishing 
his or her goals. 

AAD has a culture. A culture filled 
with love, discipline, compassion and 
independence. At AAD, they cared for 
us. They cared enough to show us 
compassion but required excellence. 
We weren’t allowed to use excuses. 
They knew us well enough to know 
when we were defeated or not giving 

our best, and they knew how to 
meet us right where we were. They 
built bonds and established lifelong 
relationships. Some of my teachers and 
administrators have become honorary 

AAD Alumna Gives Back: The Dream Club

As we enter 2019—a new year and 
a fresh start—I find myself looking 

back in order to look forward. I can’t 
help but think of how far An Achievable 
Dream has come over 26 years. For 22 
of those years, I have worked with An 
Achievable Dream in various roles, so as 
we look to the future, I am inspired by 
the history of the organization and the 
legacy of those who led us this far. We 
are able to look forward only because 
An Achievable Dream has firm roots, 
thanks to the hard work of an amazing 
team over the course of many years, 
and I’m so thankful to be part of it. 

One exciting change you may have 
noticed is this beautiful new, full-color 
edition of Achievements, made possible 
by our Achievements sponsors, Multi-
Print, Inc. and Oyster Pointer. We are 
excited to continue bringing you the 
latest news of An Achievable Dream—
now in vibrant color!

In 2019, I’m looking forward to:
Connecting with YOU—our 
supporters, corporate sponsors, 
community partners, board members 
and more. You are our FAMILY! 

Barbara Banks, AAD Class of 2009, supports AAD through the Dream 
Club, our monthly giving society with giving levels from $10 to $200 per 
month. Barbara shares about why she chose to join the Dream Club.

Growing the Dream. We are 
continually working to expand the 
program in sustainable ways, and I’m 
excited for future initiatives that will 
impact even more deserving young 
students who have endless potential!

Celebrating success. At An 
Achievable Dream, we work hard and 
we play hard. Our incredibly dedicated 
teachers and staff live “the Dream” 
day in and day out, and we believe in a 
culture that celebrates that dedication! 
And most importantly, as our amazing 
Dreamers continue to achieve 
incredible things, we will continue to 
celebrate—and share that success  
with you!

2018 was a wonderful year, and 
I’m looking forward to 2019 with 
excitement and anticipation for all the 
great things to come and the dreams 
yet to be achieved. Thank you for 
the role you play in making dreams a 
reality for nearly 2,000 Dreamers. I am 
endlessly thankful for you.

Sincerely, 
Lee Vreeland, Ed.D., President & CEO

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Three Things  
I Look Forward  

to in 

2019

Continued on page 11
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Dreams Achieved Alumni Highlights

SIGMON TAYLOR PHOTOGRAPHY

An Achievable Dream has been a shining hope to me.
Nasir Curry, Class of 2014
Newport News, Virginia, has a way of trapping you in its trenches and not 
letting you see any way of getting out. Although I faced many personal 
struggles in this city, An Achievable Dream (AAD) has been a shining hope 
to me and ultimately has changed my life for the better. My family’s financial 
situation was never the best and because of this, I was not exposed to certain 

opportunities. AAD exposed me to many of 
these different experiences, which included 
opera, college tours, and many volunteer 
service works. This in turn has not just shaped 
me into a cultured person, but has helped me 
find my true purpose in life. Growing up where I 
did there were not a lot of options to pursue. As 
a teen growing up in the naval city of Newport 
News, most of the options presented to me were 
either to enter the military or go directly into the 
workforce. This caused me to feel discouraged 
about achieving much in life. The AAD faculty 

and staff always pushed me to pursue anything I believed in, which is one of 
the reasons I have pursued a college degree.

AAD has always shown me different opportunities, different hobbies, and 
different career options in the STEM and human services fields. This led me to 
pursue a degree in human development at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, and 
I hope to continue to pursue a master’s degree in counseling. Moreover, the 
strong partnership between the AAD program and Virginia Tech made it possible 
for me to attend college, period, thus overcoming my guardianship setbacks. 
Because of residency complications and financial aid restrictions, in-state tuition 
was impossible anywhere (as crazy as that may seem). With the persistence 
of AAD and the patience of Virginia Tech, we were able to overcome my legal 
obstacles, and my grandmother (who I lived with for 10 years) officially became 
my legal guardian. After all, she was truly my parent. Finally, my dream came 
true, and I became a Hokie. 

The lessons I learned and the dedication of the faculty at AAD have impacted 
me greatly and influenced my personal life. As a result, I have become a 
member of many different community service-based organizations, such as 
Student African American Brotherhood and Black Student Alliance. AAD is a 
great program that I hope can continue for many years to come.

There is so much that I can say 
about An Achievable Dream. I 
must first say THANK YOU! I 
don’t know where I would be 
without this program. My name is 
Monique Nicholson, and I joined An 
Achievable Dream in 1993 when it 
was only an after-school program. 
This program has given me a family 
for life. Even all these years later, 
my friends from An Achievable 
Dream and I still yell “green group!” 
when we see each other. 

This program gave me so much 
joy as a kid. From playing tennis in 
plastic green shorts, taking midday 
showers at the YMCA, eating Nutri-
Grain bars and drinking frozen 
juices, going on field trips to the 
symphony and everywhere, reciting 
banners every morning, to having 
uniform inspections, we learned so 
much. I could literally go on forever! 
I really appreciate what this program 
did for me.

I graduated from Heritage 
High School. I earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in business 
administration with a concentration 
in real estate management from 
Saint Augustine’s College in Raleigh, 
NC. I am currently pursuing my 
master’s degree in social work from 
Capella University. I am currently 
employed with the City of Hampton, 
working as a benefit program 
specialist. I plan someday to become 
a licensed clinical social worker 
so that I can help people in my 
community.

Congratulations on 25 years,  
An Achievable Dream!

I don’t know  
where I would  

be without this  
program.

Monique Nicholson,  
Class of 2002

Darnell Wilkins and Raven Moore, 
AAD alum and good friends, both 
graduated from Radford University in 
December 2018. Darnell obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in communications 
and is moving to Georgia to begin 
his career in event planning for a 
catering company. Raven obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary 
studies and has been accepted to 
George Mason University to begin her 
graduate degree.
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Class of 2009
Shamanese Robinson: 
Graduated from Virginia State 
University in 2013, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
psychology. She then attended 
Liberty University and 
earned a master’s degree in 
marriage and family therapy. 
Shamanese is currently 
attending Walden University 
and is a third-year student 
in the clinical psychology 
program. She recently moved 
to Austin, Texas, where she is 
a clinical case manager.

Class of 2010
Chris Jeter: Chris graduated 
from Winston-Salem State 
University in 2014 majoring 
in sports management; 
he graduated from Florida 
Institute of Technology in 
2017 with a master’s degree 
in public administration. After 
working as a tennis coach at 
An Achievable Dream, Chris 
accepted a position as a real 
property specialist at Maryland 
Department of Transportation.

Class of 2011
Sharmane Tonkins: 
After receiving a full tennis 
scholarship to Virginia State 
University, Sharmane went on 
to graduate magna cum laude 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice, minoring in 
sociology. Sharmane began 
working as a tennis instructor 
for An Achievable Dream in 
2016. Additionally, she is 
studying to take the LSAT and 

the Military Officer Examination 
in hopes to go into the Air 
Force and study law.

K’Wmane Tonkins: Like 
his twin sister, Sharmane, 
K’Wmane, attended Virginia 
State University on a tennis 
scholarship, graduating with a 
degree in health and physical 
education in recreation health 
sciences. He is currently 
working for Huntington Tennis 
Center in Newport News, 
Virginia, as a tennis instructor. 
K’Wmane is studying to 
take the Military Officers 
Examination in the spring.

Class of 2012
Miata Palmer: Miata 
graduated in May 2018 with a 
master’s degree in social work. 
On December 22, 2018, Miata, 
and her fiancé, De’Von Cook, 
were married!

Class of 2013
Kendall Crump: Kendall 
graduated from Richard Bland 
College of William & Mary 
in May 2015, earning an 
associate’s degree in science; 
she graduated from Old 
Dominion University in August 
2017, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in health services 
administration; and she is now 
attending Strayer University in 
pursuit of a master’s degree 
in business administration. 
Kendall is working full-time 
at Lidl US as she continues to 
attend college.

Class of 2014
Briana Jones: Briana is a 
2018 Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute graduate majoring 
in public urban affairs. She 
is currently living in Newport 
News, Virginia, working 
at Children of the Village 
Childcare Center. Briana 
majored in city planning and 
community development, so 
she is currently applying for 
positions in this field. Briana 
is in the planning stages of 
helping Virginia Organizing 
start a chapter in the Newport 
News area.

Jahad Mills: Jahad earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute (2018). 
Today, Jahad is working as 
an operations supervisor with 
UPS, and he plans on pursuing 
a master’s degree in business 
management.

Class of 2015
Isaiah Lucas: A 2017 
graduate of Richard Bland 
College, Isaiah is currently 
studying political science at 
Old Dominion University with 
plans to graduate in the spring 
of 2019. Isaiah is student body 
president, program assistant 
for the Dean of Students, and 
he serves on the President’s 
Task Force for Inclusive 
Education. 

Tiffany Fox: A 2017 graduate 
of Richard Bland College, 
Tiffany is currently studying 
psychology at Old Dominion 
University with plans to 
graduate in the spring of 2019. 
Tiffany is the community 
service chair for the Black Fist 
Club, and she is secretary for 
the TRUST, a club to unite the 
community, work in the inner 
city, and organize events to 
benefit local charities. 

Selected Class Notes

Shamanese Robinson Chris Jeter Miata Palmer Isaiah Lucas

Brandon Jones, Class of 2018, enlisted in the Marines in fall 
2018. He successfully completed basic training and is assigned 
to the Midwest for additional intense training. Brandon recently 
visited AAD Middle & High School and is pictured with AAD 
Director of Operations and Student Services, Judi Overbey 
(left), and Vice President of Academics, Amy Marchigiani (right).
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What’s Happening at An Achievable Dream?
Community Support

Marine Specialty Painting, 
Cape Henry Collegiate,  
Cox High School and  
Sheila Stratton donated food 
supplies to ensure that every 
Dreamer’s family who needed 
it received a Thanksgiving 
meal!

Students from AAD 
Academy at Highland 
Springs Elementary School 
received eye exams and 
glasses if needed, thanks 
to Dr. Donna Brown of 
Virginia Eye Institute.

Smithfield Foods loaded 
us up with 110 hams 
to supply holiday food 
baskets to Dreamers and 
their families! 

Every student at Seatack Elementary AAD 
Academy got to pick out a book to take home 
thanks to the ladies of Women Helping 
Others (WHO).

Thanks to the generosity of 
Wendy Drucker and the 
Drucker family, each child 
at AAD Academy received a 
book to take home over the 
holiday break. We are so 
grateful for this special gift!

Schooners Bar & Grill and Brake King hosted the annual toy drive in support of An 
Achievable Dream. Thanks to these amazing partners and the support of the community, 
students at An Achievable Dream Academy each received a bag of toys for the holidays!

Our friends at Cox did something incredible for our seniors. Each member of the Class of 
2019—53 to be exact!—received a Chromebook in a surprise announcement as a tool to 
help them succeed in their college careers.

Thank you to our newest classroom/space 
sponsors in Virginia Beach: TowneBank, 
Cheryl McLeskey, the Clarkson Family, 
the Beisel and Atkinson families (Chick’s 
Oyster Bar) and the Fine Family. Their 
sponsored spaces at Seatack Elementary An 
Achievable Dream Academy were dedicated 
in December in a special ceremony! Each 
room is represented by a characteristic 
meaningful to the sponsor. Every day, our 
students will be reminded of the importance 
of these traits.

Cox High School
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School Fun & Events

AAD seniors on a tour of Radford University. So far this year, 
seniors have toured a total of nine college campuses to include 
the following post-secondary institutions: University of Virginia, 
The College of William & Mary, Virginia State University, Radford 
University, Old Dominion University, Norfolk State University, 
Virginia Military Institute, Jefferson College of Health Sciences and 
Virginia Tech.

Sailors stationed aboard the USS Gerald R. Ford partnered 
with An Achievable Dream Middle & High School, joining the 
sheriff’s deputies and Newport News police officers who are at the 
school every day. Sailors began greeting middle school students in 
the morning and participated in various programs and activities at 
the school. Thank you for your service and for showing you believe 
in our students by joining us for this important part of our day!

Twelve students from Seatack Elementary AAD Academy went 
through a 13-week program at iFly Virginia Beach to learn 
indoor skydiving. In December, the students had the opportunity to 
showcase all of the tricks and movement they could do in the air 
tube to the parents in attendance. Hampton Roads Heroes 
at Home also presented a $2,000 check to the iFly team 
to allow them to continue offering this program to 
deserving students like our Dreamers!

First Colonial 
Day, an event 
that has taken 
place at Seatack 
Elementary for 
more than 20 
years, was great 
fun as always 
this year! AAD 
students are 
greeted by more 
than 100 “elves” 
from First 
Colonial High 
School. First Colonial students raise funds all year for our students 
to receive presents given to them by Santa. The First Colonial 
students also visit our classrooms and do various activities, read 
stories, and spend time with our students.

Three students attending the AAD program 
at Lynnhaven Middle School—Jasmine, Love 
and Mahkayla (far left)—partnered with other 
Lynnhaven Middle School students to make 
blankets for the homeless!

Masterpiece in 
the making! Two 
students at AAD 
Certified Academy 
at Highland 
Springs Elementary 
are working on an 
art project.

Sixth-grade band students from the AAD 
program at Lynnhaven Middle School 
performed their first concert in early 
December on the auditorium stage at 
First Colonial High School. These students 
performed a concert with their seventh- 
and eighth-grade counterparts. They 
were also able to hear the bands of First 
Colonial High School, which allowed them 
to both hear and see the progression of 
participating in band.

A young 
Highland 
Springs 
student with 
Henrico County Police Officers on 
Career Day. She wants to be a police 
officer when she grows up!

Students at AAD Academy at Highland 
Springs Elementary celebrated with a monthly 
student birthday party in partnership with 
CelebrateRVA, a Richmond-based nonprofit.
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Upcoming Events
Volunteer Day: March 15, 2019
Volunteer Day at Seatack Elementary AAD Academy 
in Virginia Beach. Join AAD students to complete a 
community service project!

Career Day–High School: April 12, 2019
Career Day at An Achievable Dream Middle & High 
School in Newport News. Share your profession with 
AAD middle and high school students.

Career Day–Elementary School: April 17, 2019 
Career Day at An Achievable Dream Academy in 
Newport News. Share your profession with AAD 
elementary students.

Sponsors’ Day Newport News: April 18, 2019
Sponsors’ Day in Newport News at An Achievable 
Dream Middle & High School. Exchange business 
cards, have lunch with a student and hear about our 
seniors’ college plans. 

Seafood Festival: April 20, 2019  
at Chick’s Oyster Bar
A party you don’t want to miss! Proceeds benefit An 
Achievable Dream Virginia Beach.

Sponsors’ Day Virginia Beach: May 2, 2019
Sponsors’ Day in Virginia Beach at Seatack Elementary 
An Achievable Dream Academy. Exchange business 
cards, hear what our students want to be when they 
grow up and have lunch with a student.

Give Local 757: May 14, 2019
Hampton Roads’ annual day of giving!

Career Day–Elementary School: July 25, 2019
Career Day at Seatack Elementary An Achievable 
Dream Academy in Virginia Beach. Share your 
profession with AAD elementary students.

27th Annual Tennis Ball: November 16, 2019
Join us at the Hampton Roads Convention Center for 
the 27th annual Tennis Ball gala.

Visit AchievableDream.org/Events to learn more.

Special 
Visitors

Seatack Teacher of the Year
Seatack Elementary AAD Academy named April Burrows 
(left) 2020 Teacher of the Year. Anne Bianchi (right) was 
recognized as a Distinguished Teacher.

In December, we were honored to welcome Virginia’s 
First Lady, Pam Northam, to tour An Achievable Dream 
Academy!

Two special visitors, Ron and Joy Feigles, who are avid 
supporters of An Achievable Dream all the way from 
Pennsylvania, took the time to visit while in town over the 
holidays!

What’s Happening at An Achievable Dream?
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To our Boards of Directors, 
thank you for your time, your 
support, your commitment,  
and for sharing the Dream.

An Achievable Dream, Inc.
Brian Skinner, Chair

Mari Ann Banks
Richard A. Coleman
Elizabeth B. David

Alan A. Diamonstein
Nancy L. Levin

Paul Muse
Matt Needy
Linda Rohrer
Mario Stellute
Dwight West

AAD Middle & High School, Inc.
Mary Hughes, Chair

John F. Biagas, Vice Chair
Ray Bagley
Robert Braig

Arthur S. Casey
Denise R. Chamblee

Michael Daniels
Kevin Harrison
Marsha Hudgins
Branch Lawson

Thomas Meehan, Sr.
James Schloss

Charles Spencer

AAD Endowment, Inc. 
Timothy P. Dykstra, Chair 

Marvin Friedberg, Vice Chair
E. D. David, Treasurer/Secretary

Anne Conner
William Ermatinger

Gordon Gentry
Aubrey L. Layne, Jr.

C. Larry Pope

AAD Virginia Beach 
Frances Luter, Chair

William Foster, Vice Chair 
Jacqueline Amato
Charles Barker

Joan Berlin
Tony Brothers

CAPT Christopher “Kit” Chope
Carol Curtis
Craig Grube
Jay Klebanoff
Peggy Layne
John Lynch

Cheryl McLeskey
Steve Roberts

Jack Ross
Bev Sessoms
Jeff Silverman

Annabelle Stiffler
Michael V. Taylor
Vanessa Yearick

AAD Certified Academies
Dr. Catina Bullard Clark, Chair

Courtney Graves
Donna Marcialis
Gabriel Morgan

Bruce Rubin

Dream Club, continued from page 5

Rashida Stevens, continued from page 4

family members who I can still phone 
today. They taught us character and 
life skills through daily affirmations and 
required us to live by them. Today AAD 
has a larger platform with the ability to 
continue the great work Walter Segaloff 
started. As we grow larger and impact 
more students, I’m confident that the 
culture I know will remain strong.

On a personal level, I know how AAD 
has supported me. I was the recipient 
of AAD’s full-tuition scholarship; I’ve 
received funds for books, laptops and 
any other education-related expense 
I needed. AAD has challenged me 
professionally, and when I sought to 
impact the community in my own way, 
they aided. Whether it was allowing me 
to utilize their building or work with their 
students, AAD stepped in to help. 

I currently give to Old Dominion 
University’s Violet Endowment fund. So 
when I saw an affordable way to give to 
AAD, I thought to myself, “If I can find a 
way to give to Old Dominion, a school I 
might not have attended without AAD, I 
was surely going to find a way to give to 
‘the Dream,’ a cause I know to be tried 
and true.”

AAD taught me the value of believing 
in myself, obtaining an education and 
giving back to my community.

Those values helped me to obtain 

my bachelor’s degree in three years, 
obtain a master’s degree and own a 
home by age 25. At 27, I started my 
own business that gives back to the 
community through tutoring at-risk 
students for free or a low rate, planning 
trips that expose those same students 
to educational experiences they couldn’t 
normally access, mentoring youth and 
so much more. I am currently pursuing 
a Ph.D. in educational management 
with hopes to be Dr. Banks by age 30. 
On January 29, I’ll be 28 and beginning 
dissertation phase so I’m certain it’s 
possible.

AAD’s foundation definitely inspires 
me to continue to dream. While today, 
I am an instructional designer, with 
the chance to possibly grow in the 
educational arena by becoming director 
(fingers crossed), I hope to one day 
work for myself in a business that is 
dedicated to positively effecting change 
in my community. As I take on this 
endeavor, AAD acts as a guideline for my 
future plans.

“ AAD taught me the value of 
believing in myself, obtaining 
an education and giving back 
to my community.”

—Barbara Banks

exam (on the first and only attempt), 
I became a mom. I could easily have 
thrown in the towel and returned home 
defeated, but Achievable Dream did not 
cultivate a quitter. Of course, it would 
have been ideal for me to achieve all 
my dreams and then become a mom, 
but life does not have to be ideal to be 
a success. I continued to work hard and 
set a positive example for my daughter 
and when she was four, I decided I still 
had more to accomplish. I wanted to 
become an attorney, so I went to law 
school, graduated in the top 5% of my 
class, passed the bar exam and started 
my career at a premier law firm. Keep 
in mind, the odds were still not in my 
favor, but An Achievable Dream ensured 
the odds would never matter or stop 

me from achieving any dream. I will 
continue taking strides to accomplish 
more. In two weeks, my daughter and 
I are moving to Chicago because I’ve 
been recruited by an even larger law 
firm with even more opportunities for 
success and growth. 

An Achievable Dream Academy was 
truly the difference between the woman 
I am today and the woman society 
would have expected me to become. 
This program not only changed my life, 
it also helped change the narrative for 
every generation after me because I 
have been able to create a life where the 
barriers for success that existed for me 
do not exist for my daughter. 

On behalf of all of the Dreamers, 
thank you.”



DID YOU KNOW?

100% 
of the Class of 2018 
graduated with advanced 
studies diplomas.

Be sure to connect with us  
online on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and LinkedIn.

Mark Your Calendar!
27th Annual Achievable 
Dream Tennis Ball
Saturday, November 16, 2019
Hampton Roads Convention Center

An Achievable Dream, Inc.
10858 Warwick Blvd., Suite A
Newport News, VA 23601
(757) 599-9472
information@AchievableDream.org
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Thank you to our Achievements sponsors

Join the Dream Club! 
Join supporters like AAD alumna Barbara Banks in this powerful local 
movement. With five monthly giving levels available, anyone can support An 
Achievable Dream!

Step 1:  Visit www.AchievableDream.org/Dream-Club and pledge monthly, recurring 
support at an amount that is meaningful to you. 

Step 2:  Tell a friend! Share on social media, forward an email and help us spread 
the word about the Dream Club!

Your tax-deductible donation makes it possible for our children 
to succeed in school, continue to college and become successful 
members of society. An Achievable Dream is changing lives 
through education. With your support, our students are well on 
their way to achieving their dreams!

When I saw an affordable way to give to 
AAD, I thought to myself, “If I can find a 
way to give to Old Dominion University, a 
school I might not have attended without 
AAD, I was surely going to find a way to 
give to ‘the Dream’—a cause I know to 
be tried and true.” 

— Barbara Banks, AAD Class of 2009 
Instructional Designer, Business Owner, 
and PhD Candidate

From a Dreamer: 
“ An Achievable Dream 
makes me want to go 
to school every day and 
on time. [They] always 
encourage me to do  
my best.” 

—Edward, 3rd Grade,  
AAD Certified Academy  

at Highland Springs Elementary

Stay Connected with An Achievable Dream. Sign up to receive our monthly email newsletter, the Power of the Dream, and receive 
the latest information on our Dreamers. Go to www.AchievableDream.org or send an email to information@AchievableDream.org.


